RULES OF ROAD
GAIA is a Virtual Observatory (VO) for browsing and dissemination of auroral precipitation observations as summary plots and full resolution data. These Rules of Road are applied for distributing the summary data. Separate rules for full resolution data are available in (to-be-defined).

TERMINOLOGY:

The GAIA Tool Kit (or Data Base?): software for the user interface, archiving system for summary data, catalogues of metadata … what else? Mikko, Steve, please write a more professional description here. Reference : NodeRequirements.
Summary Data: Full-keograms (More exact reference: TBD), Thumb-nail images (More exact reference: TBD), …

Meta Data: List of necessary parameters (obligatory and optional) given in TBD.

GAIA consists of Nodes operated by a group of research institutes (see list in to-be-defined). Nodes are servers capable to fetch data from distributed sources, archive them and to generate summary images and run the summary image browsing system. In addition to the standard GAIA Tool Kit a Node hosts an extensive collection of Summary Data from at least one instrument. The University of Calgary operates the Primary Node and hosts the master copy of the entire data base from which the other Nodes can update their data bases. 
GAIA communicates with Data Providers (see list in to-be-defined) who all agree to have their summary plots publicly available using the GAIA protocol/public interface. Type I Data Providers allow GAIA to fetch their data, generate the corresponding summary plots and store them to the GAIA archives at the different Nodes. Type II Data providers allow GAIA to fetch their data only upon users’ requests. In these cases GAIA generates the summary images “on-fly” while the client is waiting and the system does not save the images after the browsing session.
COMMUNICATION BETWEEN GAIA AND USERS 

GAIA serves primarily as a browsing tool for viewing summary images on the computer screen. The Users have no permission to use the GAIA summary plots for publishing in scientific articles. Instead the Users are encouraged to contact the Instrument PIs (see list of contact persons in to-be-defined) for full resolution data. 

GAIA summary plots can be used in scientific conference presentations once proper reference to the data source is given according to the Citation Rules given below. For that purpose GAIA allows the Users to download printable versions of selected data plots. Before loading the plots the Users have to fill contact information form (example shown in to-be-defined, the form should ask also the conference name) which will be stored to the GAIA data Users archive.

Citation rules for scientific presentations: to-be-discussed. The printable versions of the plots should include the GAIA logo and the User should acknowledge also the original data providers. 

Citation rules for scientific publications: to-be-discussed. Sample acknowledgements should be included here. An official GAIA publication reference information (doi) would also be necessary. Do we want a doi-index pointing directly to GAIA of to a the official GAIA publication?

COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE NODES AND DATA PROVIDERS
Data Providers will provide GAIA with an access to their updated Meta Data which will stored to the GAIA Tool Kit catalogues. Providers will inform GAIA promptly about the possible changes in Meta Data and they are supposed to check the validity of the catalogues for their instrumentation XXX times per year.

GAIA will provide the Data Providers automatic notices always when printable versions of their summary data plots are downloaded from the Nodes. 
Other communication? 

DISCLAIMERS
We take no responsibility on possible data timing and orientation errors or artefacts due to instrument malfunctions..etc. 
